Clara A. Hilquist
January 26, 1932 - December 22, 2019

Decatur – Colonel Clara Ann Hilquist (retired) 87 of Decatur, formerly of Park Ridge, IL
passed away Sunday Dec.22, 2019 at Randall Residence. Clara was born on Jan. 26,
1932 in Morrisonville, IL the daughter of George and Veronica (Goebel) Richter. She was
preceded in death by her husband Thomas A. Hilquist and brother Rich. After graduating
from Morrisonville High School in 1949, Clara attended St. John’s School of Nursing in
Springfield, IL. Upon her graduation in 1952, Clara started her nursing career at St John’s
Hospital. Being independent and seeking further education, she moved to Evanston, IL.
Working and going to school, Clara graduated from DePaul University in 1960 with her
BSN—not common in that era of nursing practice.
Seeking new experiences and challenging herself, Clara joined the United States Air
Force Reserve Nurse Corp at O’Hare International Airport in Chicago, IL. She served at
Cook County Hospital, Great Lakes Hospitals and in 1965 completed Flight Nursing
School to earn her flight wings. In her civilian nursing career, Clara was chosen to be
trained in Critical Care and set up the first ICU/CCU at Evanston Hospital in Evanston, IL.
She served as Head Nurse in this position from 1967-1977.
In 1972, Clara’s personal life took a dramatic change when she met her husband Thomas
who was an Air Force pilot. They met at a military dance and were married shortly
thereafter. Throughout their early marriage, they travelled extensively. On occasion, Tom
was the pilot flying Clara’s Flight Nurse group to their assignments.
Clara was an exceptional nurse, always earning leadership positions throughout her
civilian and military careers. In spite of losing her leg in a multiple vehicle accident in 1985,
she returned to work a year later. Clara continued to work in various fields of nursing—as
a nurse analyst, then as a geriatric nurse and finishing her 43 year career doing medical
record coding
Clara not only had an outstanding professional career, but was also very close to her
family. Although she and Tom did not have any children, they were immensely interested
in their nieces and nephews, as well as their great nieces and great nephews. Clara
seldom missed sending a card for just about every holiday on the calendar to all of the
children in her extended family and always included some money to be used by the child
for a treat.

Clara and Tom moved to Decatur in 2013 when health problems necessitated being closer
to Clara’s family. Clara has resided at Randall Residence for the past 6 years and loved
her “Randall Family” of caregivers and her friend Renitta. She is survived by siblings Rose
Mundhenke of Morrisonville IL, Jim Richter of Taylorville IL, Gerald Richter of Mt Zion
IL.,sister in law Linda Richter of Gretna NE, brother and sister in law David and Karen
Hilquist of Hawthorne Woods, IL and sister in law Jackie Hodlick of California. She has
many nieces, nephews, great nieces and great nephews including Karl and Janet Pezzelle
who will miss their daily conversations with her and their frequent visits to her apartment.
Services will be held Friday Dec 27, 2019 at St. Maurice Catholic Church in Morrisonville,
IL. Visitation will start at 10:00 am with the Mass of Christian Burial at 11:00 am. Burial will
follow at St. Maurice Cemetery, Morrisonville. Lunch will be served after the burial at the
Knights of Columbus Hall in Morrisonville IL. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in
her name to St. John’s College of Nursing in Springfield IL.
Moran & Goebel Funeral Home and Cremation Services, 2801 N. Monroe St., Decatur, IL,
is in charge of arrangements. Memories and condolences may be shared at
www.moranandgoebel.com.

Comments

“

I am so sad to learn of Clara’s passing. I received a Christmas letter from her before
Christmas. I didn’t send my holiday letters until after Christmas this year and my card
to her was just recently returned. I thought that was a foreboding sign and called
Randall Residence and learned that she had passed. They did fortunately refer me
to this site. I was able to read her obituary and learned so many details that I never
knew. It was a beautifully written, loving account of her life. I send heartfelt
sympathies for your loss; Clara was indeed such a special lady.
As a bit of background, I am an RN and worked with Clara in the late 60’s at
Evanston Hospital CCU where she was head nurse. She was such a beautiful
person inside and out. We all admired her. She ran a tight ship, was extremely
professional, a great educator, caring, positive, determined and always fair. She
never discussed her personal life with any of us as far as I know. She was a rather
private person and everyone respected her. After I left the unit and moved to CA in
1970, Clara and I always exchanged Christmas cards/letters. We became better
friends. I was so happy for her when she met Tom. I thought she was so deserving
and happy that she found someone she felt was so special. Over the years we
shared a lot of information with one another. Despite being severely injured in that
terrible accident and losing a leg, she never lost her momentum or zest for life as far
as I could tell. She was a strong person. When I went through a divorce after 32
years of marriage, she sent me the most supportive and caring letter; she wanted me
to believe in myself and my goodness. She truly cared about people. She often wrote
about her love for her family and for her many nieces and nephews. She loved you
all so much and in the later years how much she loved when you came to visit or
called her regularly. She wrote that she felt the staff at Randall Residence was like
family. I remember when I read her recent Christmas letter and she mentioned that
she cherished the wonderful memories of all the time she had spent with everyone.
In retrospect, it was like she was saying goodbye. I wonder if she realized she would
soon be leaving us. Clara will be missed.
Jeanne Harrington
Denver, NC

Jeanne Harrington - January 11, 2020 at 10:05 PM

“

I lost a very dear Aunt this week, that I will miss dearly, we talked on the phone often
shared memories of the past and I will miss those days .You will be missed . Dianna

Dianna - December 24, 2019 at 10:56 AM

“

You will be missed dearly Aunt Clara.

Lisa Richter-Seiler - December 23, 2019 at 08:01 PM

